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SUBSTANGE.o/a DISCOURSE, Ifc. 
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'* THERE ARE THR?.E WHO BEAR RECORD IN HEA- 
VEN, THE FATHER, THE WORD, AND THE HOLY 
. OHOST; ANP. TH^S^ T^fL^^ ARE ONE." 

1 JOHN ¥.7. 

What I propose on the present occa- 
> sion, is to submit to your consideration a 
plain scriptural statement respecting GocL 
[ My aiin will be, to exhibit to you just what 
/ RevelationdevelopesrelatiTiB to the Divinity. 
That a God exists, you require no proof. 
.You have proof enough, both in yourselves, 
. and in every existing thing includfifL in the 
.vast circle of the creation. That is to say, you 
see in the effects {w^^duced, a standing de^ 
monstration of some universal cause ade- 
quate to their production. Conscious of our 
own existence, and of the real entity of all 
the objects with whic& we are encompassed, 
we seem to feel equally conscious of pos- 
sessing an existence, w^ici^ is not self-ori- 
ginated, but which is derived ^rom some su- 
perior Being, and dependent on him for its 
continuance. We entertain the same opinion 
of all other things ; namely, that they are none 
.of them self-existent, hat that they, are all in- 
debted for their origin to some great Eternal, 
whose power is without limit, and whose un- 
derstanding is infinite, as his being is without 
date. This pinion the Scripture counte- 
nances, when it declares the- headien to b& 
without exense, because thiey did hot retain 
God in their knowledgie; notwithstanding 
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tkat '' tke invisible features" of the Divinity 
were developed in the creation of the world ; 
eien his Eternity, Power, and Godhead.* 

But whilst we confess his existence, what 
G^od is we know not. He dwells in light 
inaccessible. He himself is light, and in 
him is no darkness at all. But he is light 
of such a splendour as puts our eyes out. 
When we would investigate the Deity, it ia 
as though we would rush into the boson of 
the sun, and penetrate to the centre of that 
orb of fire. Our mercy is, to be satkicd 
at a distance, and through, the mediam of 
the atmosphere, encircling, our globe, witt 
the solar rays, which impart to us their light 
and heat. It is likewise oar merey to eon** 
template God thiroBgh th« ^ medium of Us 
word. A somewhat of him is legible in the 
book, of nature ; we there readr his wisdom, 
goodness, and power. But we must 9hat up 
that volume, and fasten the eye of faith on 
the more luminous page of inspiration, ia> 
order to arrive at a satisfactory knowledge 
of the true God. A brute mi^bt as *weltiui-< 
dertake to gpive a de&cription of >mant as for 
a man to pretend to describe. GckI. The at» 
tempt always betrays his folly. The world' 
bvitswisd4»m never knew God. Tbebrtghte^t 
display of its wisdom was the confession of 
its ignorance, when, in the centre of scienon 
and on tfie favourite spot eonseorated for 
agea to philosopliy, it erected an aKai«> to 
«« the unknown Giod?. IIim,.vriioHith*^«n« 

*RoiiiaoB,i. 10— 21 



tiles ighorantjy worshipped , the scriptures de- 
clare to us ; but in such terms as the pride ' 
of human reason quarrels with, and such as • 
faith only will embrace as correct. •* For 
there are three who bear record in Heaven, 
the Fatber, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, 
and these three are one". 

I design, in the first place, to make some • 
remarks on the particulars contained in this 
text of holy writ. 

In the second place, I shall endeavour to 
confirm and illustrate the doctrine taught us ^ 
iii it, by the concurrent testimony of the in- : 
spired lyriters in the old testament. 

^I shall conclude my discourse with proofs V 
and illustrations from the new testament. 

1st.. We have to investigate the contents of 
our text. 

But it will be proper to obviate an objec- 
tion frequently raised against this scripture. 
It is said, by some, to be an interpolation. 
That is, they contend for its having been, at 
some period or other, superadded to the > 
written word by a trinitarian hand. But 
though this has often been asserted, for 
want of a more plausible objection, it has 
never been proved, and never will. We 
are therefore bound to receive it as a com- 
pon0nt part of the sacred volume. It seems 
indeed impossible for an addition of such 
importance to have been made to the oracles . 
of God withotit detection at the moment. 
.Besides^ the objeotion is not peculiar to this * 



' very offensive passage. Tlie opposers of lie 
doctrine inculcated in it, level the same 
shaft at other passages, particularly at those 
in the first chapters of Matthew and Luke, 
which preserve the account of the incama- 

rtion of the Son of God. In fact, the deisti- 
cal part of the world, if they are compelled 
by the irresistible force of overwhelming 
evidence to admit 'the scriptures to be a Re- 
velation from God, instantly takerefuge from 
all its mysterious tenets in the convenient 
excuse, tliat the scriptures are corrupted, 

. and no longer exist in their original purity. 
Bat still we have no proof, nay quite the re- 

'. verse. And to talk about the corruption of 
revelation, as the adversaries of its peculiar 
sentiments are fond of doing, is either vir- 
tually denying it to be a revelation at all, or 

. else passing a severe reflectibn on its author. 

. When the Creator determined on investing 
this globe with light as with a garment, he 
called a suitable luminary into existence to 
be the ruler of our day. And does not the 
son continue to this instant to run its des- 
tined race and cheer us by its beams ? But 
did God also design to impart the light of 
truth to the minds of his children i And fot 
this purpose has he given us his word ( And 
IS this word proposed to us as a lamp to our 
path to guide our feet into the way of life 
and peace? Has God said to Zion by the 
propnet Isaiah, " All thy children shall be 
taught of the Lord, and great shall be the 
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peace of thy children*', — and bus fad by the 
same prophet admonished those children to 
take heed '' To the law and to the testimony, 
for if they speak not according to this word, 
there is no light in them'' i Then snrely the 
eye of the Lord is ever watchful of his word, 
and his arm protects it. And men might as 
easily demcmstrate that the light of day is 
corrupted at its source, and that th« sun is 
now no longer what God made it,— as prove 
the truth of God to be turned into a lie by 
the adulteration of that scripture, the whole 
of which was given by the inspiration of God, 
and its every part written by holy men of 
God as they were severally moved by tbe 
Holy Ghost * 

1. But we will proceed to the contents of 
the text, and show that its every particiilar is 
confirmed by other passages in the scriptures ; 
and this will be its best defence. The text 
speaks of three personal Agents ; the Father, 
the Word, and the Holy Ghost. I call them 
persons, because of the titles given them, and 
the sundry offices and operations assigned 
them. 

That the Father is a person, no one will 
question. That the Word, who is likeirisb 
called the Son, and the Lord Jesus Ghrist, is 
a person, is equally obvious* But the person- 
ality of the Holy Spirit is not so readily coir- 
o^ed* It is objected, that the very title of 
** the Spirit'*, is itself a sufficient fefutatioB 

•a '1 itnoihy^ Ui. 14—17. S Peter, i. 19-^1, 



i^fihh fiofidn of b'i6 distiiict personality. Noir 
clo I W<>iider attfae stand made here ; because 
if this ground of objection faik, it is vain to 
look out for any tother, since the Spirit is re- 
presented through ail the scriptures as a per- 
sonal agent. iBut this objection is really 
jgfrouiidl^ss. For the title of the Spirit, itetf- 
gitied tomititftte against the point ih question, 
ns tri&ly a direct proof of it. Every spirit is 
"^ person ; I me&h eVery reasonable intelligent 
•spirit. No% th6 Itbly Ghost is called the 
spirit of wisdoin ^nd knowledge ; both as po$'- 
sessirig thos^ attributes i^ himself, and as 
xotnmunicatiiig them ih a supernatural degree 
Und manner to the human nature 6f Chrii^t.^ 
He is also the instmclor of the mystical bbdt 
of Christ, or the Church. Thus on the day 
•of Pentecost, "they were all filled with the 
'Holy Gliost, and began to speak with Other 
^ongue^ as the Spirit gave them utterance*"-}- 
'i'herefof e the Spirit is a person. But U tta^ 
been further objected, that the word in the 
-Greek being of the neuter gender, of itself 
«hows the Spirit to be im-personal. This to6 
is a mistake ; for the whole Argument restS 
tip6tt the nature of the subject, and not at all 
^on whisit gender its naine may be of. Thus 
the definition of a person, by otie of the 
«6nhdest Philosophers that ever enlightened 
A dark age, the celebrated Locke, is this ; '^ a 
persoti is, a thinking intelligent being, that 
has reason and reflection, atid can consider 

•Isaiah xl 1.— S. t AcU ii. 4. 
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itself as itself, the same thinking thing in dif- 
ferent times and places" . Hence personality 
is not strictly applicable to the beast, which 
is said to have no understanding. It, is not 
possessed of a thinking intelligent spirit. But 
to man personality is applied with propriety ; 
not as relating to his body, but to his spirit or 
soal, which is endowed with mental powers. 
His personality is independant on his animal 
frame ; it centers entirely in that thinking 
thing within him, which is of an immaterial 
nature, and therefore naturally indestructible 
and immortal. Accordingly Paul, in hi^ 
rapture to the third heavens, speaks of him- 
self as himself, whether in the body or whether 
out of the body. He likewise declares it to 
be the desire of himself and other persons^ 
to be absent from the body, in order that 
they might be present with the Lord. The 
thief also was to go, in his own proper per- 
son, to Paradise, in company with the Lord, 
although his body was destined to see cor- 
ruption in the grave. Thus angels are per- 
sons, although they have no corporeal framea. 
'* He maketb his angels spirits" ; and since 
they are not naere material ones, but of an in- 
tellectual nature, they are all possessed of 
distinct personality. It is then obvious, 
th^t as the Holy Spirit is distinguished, both 
in this text and in otbers, from the Father, 
and from the Son or Word, he must be en- 
dowed with a distinct persojiality. ** Ye do 
always resist the Holy Gbostj" said Stephen 
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to tlie Jews. Whilst Christ told them that, 
*' whosoever speak eth a word against the 
Son of man, it shall be forgiven him; but 
whosoever speaketh against ilie Holy Ghost, 
it shall not be forgiven him." We shalU 
however, adduce ample proof of this, in 
dwelling on the agency of each of the persons. 
2. The persons in our text are distinct 
agents. In the fourth chapter of this epistle, 
John says, " We have seen and do testify, 
that the Father sent the Son to be the Sa^ 
viour of the world." The sender cannot be 
the sent, nor the sent the sender. Theae 
two are one in nature, but in personality and 
agency they are distinct. The Son's oflice 
is that implied in his name of Jesus ; and 
here the Father sends him to execute the 
duties of that oflice, namely, to be the Savi^ 
our of the world. There was an understand- 
ing between them, and each had pledged 
himself to perform his own part of tlie ex- 
isting contract, called in the scriptures the 
everlasting covenant, and the covenant pi 
peace.* Therefore Christ remarks, in thq 
pih of John, '* My Father worketh hithertot 
— and I work'/. The work of Christ was 
especially that of the ratification of the co« 
venant, and the confirmation of tlie testa^ 
ment, by the shedding of his blood. And 
hence his blood is called the blood of the 
covenanti; and of the testament, for the le^ 
mission of the sins of his people. 

*T8aiahUir.9,10. 1v. S' 
Zeckar. Ix. 9-:-12. MatU xxvL 28. Hebrews^ \\\u 20 
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Kow the distinct agency of the ETbiy 
Ghost is alike manifest. For as we have 
sh^DWll that the Father sent the Son to exe- 
cute the duties devolving on him as the Sa- 
viour of his people from their sins, so we can 
show that the Holy Ghost was also to be sent 
in his turn for the performance of sundry 
acts and operations. ** Behold I send the 
promise of my Father npon you," was Christ'^ 

Earting pledge to his disciples. And what 
ad the Father promised to the Son ? Let 
tlie event determine. '* Having received 
of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost,'* 
said Peter, ** he hath shed forth this which 
ye now see and hear.''* And in proof of 
the Spirit's personal agency in the church, 
it will be enough to direct you to the Acts of 
the apostles, which ought rather to be called 
the book of the Acts of the Holy Ghost. Let 
the following passage suffice as a specimen. 
*' As they ministered to the Lord, the Holy 
Ghost said, separate unto me Barnabas and 
Saul, for the work whereunto I have called 
them. So they, being sent forth by the Holy 
trhost, departed.'^t ^^^^^ surely determines 
him to be thje Lord of the harvest, to whom 
Christ urged his disciples to fNfay, that he 
would send forth more labourers.| This is 
also clear, from the remark of Paul to those 
ofEphesus. '^Tttke§ heed to yourselves, 
and to all the flock over the which the Holy 

* Luke xxiv. 49. Acts 1 8. and if. 4, 33. 
t Acts xii!. 1—4. t Matthew U. 38. « 

% Acts XX. 28. xn. 0— >I0. vm. 29^-40. 
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Okost hath made you overners,'" And tliat 
ke directed the moTements of the first 
preachers, is plain from the following exam*, 
pies. When Paal and Timothy bad gone 
throughout Phrygia, it is said they were "for*- 
bidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the 
word in Asia ," and when they assayed to go 
into Bithynia, again " the Spirit suffered 
them not." The event proved it was his 
pleasure they should go and preach the gos- 
pel in Macedonia. And thus, to add no 
aaore, in the case of the Eunuch, — " Then 
the Spirit said to Philip, go join thyself to 
tills chariot*'. And when ha had performed 
his. ^rand, *' the Spirit of the Lord caught 
away Philip ; and Philip was found at 
Asotns." 

8. Next observe, that these three perscmal 
agents are severally uncreated and divine. 
That is to say, the scriptures declare tiiem to 
be by nature — God. N or are the acts, which 
are attributed to them^ any other than what 
demMifitrate their proper Deity. And there* 
^e the text asserts, that these three " are 
doe''. Not three and one in the. same sense ; 
but whibt they are no less than three, as it 
relates to their personal subsist^ice and 
agency, they are in respect of nature, sub-; 
stance, or essence, no more than one. I am 
not now stating a system as projected or up- 
held by any particular sect or party ; nor do I 
wish to be considered as opposing any eap- 
iatiog tfj'sAen^ but mjr endeavour is« simply 
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to point but to yoo the sundry tnitfis iavolvecl 
in our text, and to show you that these are all 
substantiated by other parts of the inspired vo- 
lume. Except these three were divine they 
could not be one in nature ; but since they 
are one in nature, they must be individually 
divine. How this is so, we want not to 
know ; any more than we want to compre* 
hehd the manner in which God is present 
every-where, is operating every-where, and 
sustaining and reguiating all things in every 
place at every moment, and yet is visible no 
where. Bishop Horsley has truly remarked, 
** that that unity, which must be the founda- 
tion of all being, is itself of all thin'gs the 
most mysterious and incomprehensible". So 
that when we are led to acknowledge the fact 
of the absolute oneness of the divine sub- 
stance, as being the root out of which the^ 
universe of worlds has sprung, and by which 
it is sustained and supported, it is idle to ob- 
ject to the reception of the revealed doctrine 
of a trinity of persons socially subsisting in 
that divine substance which the scriptures call 
" the Godhead", as though it involved, not a 
mystery merely, but a palpable impossibility. 
. But I am now to show you from the Bible^ 
that each of those persons is God. That the 
Father is so, is admitted on all sides. That, 
the Son or Word is so also, will be very 
easily proved. John in the first chapter of 
his gospel says, '' In the beginning was the 
word, and the word was with God, and the 
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word tffos GocT. Then follows his agency, 
as a splendid illustration of his real divinity. 
For '' all things were made by him ; and with- 
oat him was not any thing made that was 
made* The world was made by him". That 
by the word, John means the Son of God, is 
clear from the subsequent verse, in which he 
adds, *' And the word was made flesh, and 
dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory^ 
the glory as of the only begotten of the Fa- 
ther, full of grace and truth". Paul in the 
11th of the Hebrews declares the same thing; 
" Through faith we understand that the 
worlds were framed by ilie word of God", 
And in the 3d chapter of Peter's 2d Epistle, 
be utters a similar sentiment. ** By the 
word of God the Heavens were of old, and 
the Earth. But the Heavens and the Earth, 
which are now, by the same word are kept 
in store, reserved unto fire". In the 1st chap- 
ter of the 1st Epistle of John, he is called the 
word of life, and that eternal life which wa» 
with the Father. Whilst here in our text 
he is associated with the Father, and the Holy 
Spirit, as being with them of one and tlie same 
divine substance. 

Now to all this mass of proof, let us add the 
record of the Father from the 1st chapter of 
the Hebrews. ** When he bringeth in the first 
begotten into the world, he saith, and let all 
the Angels of God worship him". True say 
some, they were to do him homage. No^ 
'' ButtmtotheSonhesmth, thy throne, OOpdt, 
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i^ for fever and ever. Tlie sc^tre of thy 
Kingdom is a right sceptre". The worship 
then was such as belongexi to him who was at 
once both God and King. And thns in the 2d' 
Psalm we are instructed to kiss the Son ; which 
intends, not merely affection aiid submission, 
but worship likewise. As it is expressed in 
the45tb Psalm, " He is thy Lord, and worship 
tliou him." 

To evade all tliis by asserting the Son to be 
thfe creature of the Father, is vain. It is de- 
claring the Father to be the author of idolatry ; 
that is, that he has with his own hand set up 
a creature in bis own room, and with his own 
voice decreed him the honour and worship 
due alone to one who is by nature — God. 
For the Angels were to worship the Son even 
ift his incarnate state. The wise men from 
the East went to Jerusalem, atid thence to 
Bethlehem, for this express purpose ; *' We 
have seen his star in tiie East", said they, 
**and are come to worship him". He received 
worship from all sorts of persons during bier 
minifttrations on earth ; and when about to 
iMoend to Heaven, as lie blessed his disci- 
ples, so " they worshipped him". Stephen 
prayed to him, as one that could bear his cry 
m Heaven, and had power to receive his de- 
parting spirit. And to sum up all, all the my- 
riads of angels and saints in heaven aire re- 
presented, in the revelatien by Joh», as- 
pay ihg* their adorations to the lamb. We 
are iberefore compelled by these teslisiomes^ 
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mH to utter any senseless cry of astonishment, 
but witk Thomas when convinced of the re* 
ality of the Siaviour's person, to say *' unto 
him, my Lord, and my God V* 

I have now to adduce proof of the Spirit 
being God. Though this is not much ques- 
tioned ; the disputed point being that of the 
Spirit* s Personality, which has been already 
shown. Let then the following text suffice. 
In the fltfi of the Acts, Peter says, " Why 
bath Satan filled thy heart to He to tlie Holy 
Ghost ? Thou hast not lied to men, but to God. 
How is it ye have agreed together to tempt 
the Spirit of the Lord r But in the 12th chap, 
of the 1st of Corinthians, we have the most 
convincing evid^ice, at once of the Spirit's 
Deity, and of his distinct personal agency. 
For after referring to him a variety of parti- 
cular acts, all of which require the perfections 
of God in ord^ to their performance, the apos- 
tle concludes thus ; " But aQ these worketir 
that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to 
every man severally as He will." 

4. The remaining particular of our text is 
the witness or record borne by the sacred 
Three ; "for there are three, who bear record 
in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Spirit." Perhaps this is one of the strongest 
proofs possible of their distinct personal agen-« 
ey ; because here is one and the same action 
attributed at once to aU the Three severaHy 
and individually ; aad it is then called " Iko 
witnesft of God." 

* Joko, xz. 1S« 
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Now these Love borne witness dn earth; 
Tlie FatLer was heard, more than once, to 
testify of Christy saying, **This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased." Nor did 
Christ refrain from testify ins: to the same 
truth. But as in the 2d Psalm lie is repre-^ 
sen ted saying, *' I will declare the decree, Je- 
hovah halii said unto me. Thou art my Son ;" 
so he did avow his sonship with his own lips ; 
and fc^ this the Jews condemned hfan as a 
blasphemer, because he tlius made himself 
equal witli tlie Fatlier. But * knowing him- 
self to be in tlie substantial form ol God, 
he considered it no usurpation of another^s 
right to be as God. And tiiat the Father was 
of die same mind, we have seen already in bis 
saying " To the Son ; thy throne, O God ! .is 
for ever and ever." With regard to the Spirit,, 
it has been always his peculiar office to bear 
record to Christ as the Sou of God. This he 
has done in tlie Old Testament, as in the se- 
cond Psalui, in the 3d chap, of Daniel, and 
elsewhere ; this he has more fully done in the^ 
New Testament; and this he does in. the 
hearts of the faithful. For *' no man can say«^ 
that Jesus is tlie Lord, but by tlie Holy Ghost." 

However, the text tells us that tliese three 
bear witness in heaven. This may have res- 
pect to their part in the covenant of peace. 
In that covenant they testify of the g^ace and 
inerpy secured to tlie chuj:ch. They have re- 
corded in it all tliose. ** spiritual blessings' *,i* 
* PbUippians ii. 6— 8. t EpUes. kS»'4» 
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.with which the Father has blessed us iu bis 
Son, and which are conveyed to us by the 
Holy Ghost. And in this ecopomy of the cov6- 
• nant you discover the true sense of Paul's be- 
nediction, wherein be speaks of the grace of 
, Christ, of the Fathers love, and of the cona- 
mnnion of the Holy Spirit. Nay, they have 
testified upon oath, or sealed their testimony 
with an oath. Hence this transaction is cal- 
led the promise of God, the .covenant of God, 
and ** the oath which he sware". This then 
.throws light on that title of God, which is in 
general use in the old Testament. It is that 
.of the Alehim; derived from tlie verb dleh, he 
has sworn. Butof this we shall have to speak 
more at large. I shall therefore conclude 
this first division of my subject; with the fol- 
lowing examples of tl^ three witnesses, v In 
the 8tii of John, Christ says ** It is written in 
your law, that the testimony of two men (that 
is, of two persons), is true. I am one (person), 
who bear witness of myself; and. the Father, 
who sent me, bearelh witness of me'\ Then 
in the 15th of John, Christ distinguishes be- 
tween the Father, himself, and tlie Spirit, and 
says, *' When the comforter is come, whom I 
wiil send unto you from the Father, even the 
Spirit of truth who proceedeth fromtlie Fa- 
ther, he shall testify of me*\ 
'' Having analyzed the text, and assayed 
every part of it by the scripture, I pass on, 

2nd. To the confirmation and illustration 
of the doctrine contained in it, by adducing 
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appropriate pasisages from tbe old Testament. 

1. lou will not forget, that I have under- 
taken nothing more than to lay before ycm tile 
scripture doctrine in relation to God. As fa^ 
as plain evidence goes, you trill have abun- 
dance of it. If the doctrine be above Reason, 
and beyond comprehension, so is Ood n6- 
cessarify, becatise he is in his nature, whdt 
we admit of his attributes, altogether iniiilite 
and imbounded. Orie fa^t Will ^ti-nd pre- 
'eminently conspicuous ; which is, the pf^ifect 
^harmony pervading the did and the new T^- 
tament on the subject we are discussing. 

ITie first text froiA the Hebrew scriptures 
Will be tke tirst verse in the Bible. " In thfe 
be^nning God created the heavens and th& 
-eai-tti''. In its interpretation, we inast itdopt 
iPaurs maxim, who says, " We speak, ntit in 
the Words which man's wisdom teach^, biit 
ivhibh the Hdy Ghost teacheth". For th^ 
word here used by the Holy Ghoiist, is not God, 
but Aiehim. It is not of the singular number 
but of the plural. Nor is it a word witbdut 
meaning, but fraught with signification the 
most important. It was intended to convey tb 
tis precisely the same notion of the Deity, that 
w^ are led to entertain of Win from the liew 
Testament, " in the name of the Father, iand 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit". That is 
to say, it equallv declares the plural person- 
ality of God. Our translation conceals th^ 
truth from us, and leads us into an error ; be- 
luse it renders the Hebrew title which is 
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plaredy^ by one of the singular nimiber. And 
hence we are t^t&pted to conclude that the 
unity of God is an unity of person, instead of 
its being iti^ely an unity of substance. 

The necessity of sometimes appealing from 
the translation to the original, will appear to 
you from the following circumstance. One of 
Tom Paine's strongest arguments against the 
antiquity of the Hebrew scriptures, was thid. 
He found certain modem names in the. trans- 
lation of the book of Job, such as, Pleiadeiai^ 
Orion, aiid Ar^xirus ; and he supposed them 
to be in Ihe originia). Now had he been able 
to consult the Hebrew, he would not hate 
made tfiis.bhmder ; since tiiere he would faav^ 
read, instead of Pleiades cAinmh, — ^instead df 
Orion ckesil, — and instead of Arctorus nish* 

So here in €rene«6, the Deity is called 
Alehim. This word in the singular number^ 
is Akh.^ It octurs in the singular sometimes, 
as for If Mtaiice in the 2d of Daniel at the 18th 
verse, *' the God (that is, the ^feA) of heaven*'. 
N^w tlie piuml of masculine n^nhs in lie- 
bre^, is formed by the addition of the syikbl^ 
im to the singular ; and thus we have the title 
Aleb^im. And further; the Jews make inslb 
of vowel points iti their printed Hebrew Bi- 
bles;; and by these they determine a word to 
be isfaigular, dual, or plural. But Alehim^ as 
\t ends in tm, so it has the chirik ntkdet the 
l^receding letter, by which they distitiguish 
the plural from the dual number. Tlie '^ 
is restricted to two> and is lis^d general" 
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tilings. which are but two naturally; whereas 
Alehim being plural, intimates more than two, 
,that is, not less than three. 

The. root of this title is the verb aleh, em- 
• ployed for taking an oath, or binding oneself 
» by an oath. And you are aware, that as God 
is represented covenanting to bless us, so 
•likewise as confirming his covenant by an 
.oatli. Tlius in tlie 54th of Isaiah ; '' As I 
.have sworn that the waters of Noah sliould no 
,more go over the earth, so have I sworn that 
;I will not be wrath with tliee, — neither shall 
.the covenant of my peace be removed." And 
jin the 6th of the Plebrews Paul savs, God 
confirmed the covenant hy. an oath. You see 
\then the reason of this title of the Alehim, as 
a.dopted by the Father, Son, and Spirit ; it 
denotes the pledge given to the church rela- 
tive to tlie new covenant. ** At the same time, 
saith Jehovah, will I be the Alehim of all the 
families of Israel, and tliey shall be my peo- 
ple."* \ 

2. But we have a strong confirmation of 
the doctrine, in the 26th verse of the 1st of 
Genesis. ** And the Alehim said, we will 
make man, in our image, after our likeness." 
Jlere are four plurals ; the Alehim,— the verb 
jWe will make, — and the pronoun our, twice 
repeated. Persons, whether Jews or Gen- 
tiles, may amuse themselves with endless con- 
jectures about the meaning of such language; 
but if we consent to borrow light from the new 

* Jet'emiab xxxt. 1^5. 
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Testament, in order by its means to read the . 
contents of the old correctly, we shall at once 
discover, in these Alehim, the three who bear, 
record in Heaven.. i 

3. The 3rd of Genesis is our next proof, > 
Satan says to Eve, ** For the Alehim doth 
know, that in the dav ve eat thereof, then . 
your eves shall.be opened, and ye shall be as . 
the Alehim^ knowing good and evil/' Take 
notice, that the words are different in the En- 
glish, the one being God, the other Gods ; but ; 
in the Hebrew tiiey are one and the sanie, . 
both as to tlie letters and to the vowel points, : 
Keeping this in view, let us go on to the.. 
22d verse ; " And Jehovah the Alehim said,.; 
Behold the man is become as one of Us, to 
know good and evil/' It is utterly impossible . 
to defend the propriety of such expressions, > 
but upon the admission of the doctrine of the ^ 
Trinity. Still, the divine Unity is preserved 
in the name of Jehovah ; for this is in the sin- 
gular number, nor has it any plural. • It inti- 
mates God's self-existence ; he is his own ori- 
gin, and is the original of all other beings. . 
So that in these two titles, together, Jehovah, 
the Alehim, you have tlie exact doctrine of the 
text ; namely, that there are tlu-ee divine per- 
sons bearing record, and these three are one 
God. And this is the precise form of truth > 
in the law ; '' I am Jehovah ^Ay Alehim ; tliou ; 
jshalt have none other Alehim before me."* 
This then meeU the grand objection to the r 

• Deutero. v. 6, 7, . 
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doi^rine of tlie trinity ; it secures the divine- 
unity. People will contend, howerer, that 
it amoonts to three Gods, which they pro* 
noirnce perfectly ii rational and abwird^ But 
can any one prove that th^e is but one God f 
If the scriptures had revealed three Gods, 
• not all the philosophers in the universe could 
have disproved the statement. But whilst . 
men know, or ought to know, that they are 
unable to demonstrate that there is but one 
Goid, they go so much further in their {»eten- 
sions as to assert their abilily to expose the 
absurdity of a triple personality in the God- 
head. All that philosophy teaches, is this ; 
that one divine being, possessed of unbounded 
perfections, is sufficient for the creation of the 
universe, and that therefore we cannot infer 
a necessity, for more than one such divine be- 
ing. But that more than one may notpos^ly 
exist, it is mere vanity and folly in any. man 
to pretend to deny. What says Archdeacon 
Paiey i •* Certain it is, that tie whole argu- 
ment for the divine unity, goes no furtlier than 
to a» unity of counsel,''^ This Is the conces- 
sion of a wise man ; and to lay ckam to any- 
tiding more than this, is mere pride ftnd arro- 
gance. Yet this is the mighty boast of my- 
riads of Jews and Gentiles, and with it the 
christian world seems utterly confounded, 
that they can prove an unity of person, as 
well as of substance, in God^ and ean reduce 
ti> absurdity tiiJB contrary (pinion* 

Now with respQOt to 'an^unity of counseU 
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iR aoy eiQergeocy, a single person left to hkn- 
self i^.ojTten drawn, hither and Uiitber, and 
distracted Ky ooatrary thoughts, and is at an 
nttoK^loft^. bow to deoMle. Whereas, with the 
asaistanoe.of one imp two advisers, he arrives . 
at an .unity of connsel, and easily r^olves the 
point* The King's remark has therefore be- 
cQto» a proveitb.; '^ in the multitude of conn- . 
sellors, is safety." If then the hadnony p^- 
trading the universe oidy developes an nnity 
of counsel, or a presiding power at unity in 
itfteli' (and this, is all that it ever, cwi be nmde 
tQ^prova), it is worse than ridiculous to* at- 
t^unpt.to^uiakeiit detenniaie also an unity of 
person in the Creator. If the Father, tlie 
Xiotdi and the Holy, spirit, b^ equaUy par- 
ticipant i>f, the^ perfections of Godhead, it is. 
iiQ|Wssible );»ut.that an unity of counsel must 
on all occasions be maintained amongst them. 
They must, from, a necessity of mature, al-n • 
way& act in the mosjt entire c<mcord, piseciseLy 
as. we find (them doing in the creation of man, 
when the Alehim said, Let us, or we will make 
man in our imngse, after our Ukeness. Now 
tbafteafihof .the£HBpjefson$ is possessed of all. 
the attributes of the ' divme nature, is clear . 
fromthis^thatthey ace one Jehovah, '^l^ear, 
O. Israeli J.ehavdi, our Alehim, is one Je* 

4. In the 11th of Genesis, we have an ac- 
canntoC the Tower of Babel; on wiiich. oc- 
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casLon Jehovah is introduced saying^, '^ Go . 
to, we will go down, and we will there con- 
found their language/' Here we have two 
plural verbs i I shall not stay to notice the- 
various methods men adopt to account for such 
forms of speech from the lips of God, since my ^ 
province is, to bring before you at one view,- 
what of proof or illustration the scriptures 
supply, in favour of the doctrine of oi^r text. • 

5. I therefore pass on to the 19tfa of Gene-- 
sis, in which we have the fate of the cities of 
the plain ; and in the narrative of their des- 
truction we find the title Jehovah applied 
to t^o distinct persons. *' And Jehovah 
rained fire and brimstone from Jehovah oat 
of Heaven." 

There is a para lei passage in the 3rd of 
Zechaxiah. ''And J ehovsdi jsaid, Jehovcdi 
rebuke thee, O Satan !" These places may 
receive illustration from that remark in the 
5th of John ; '* the Father judgeth no man, 
but hath committed all judgment unto the Son, 
that all men should honour tlie Son even as 
they honour tlie Father." 

6. In tlie 31st of Genesis at the 7th verse, 
Jacob says of Laban, *' But the Alehim they 
steered him n ot to hurt me." 

At the 53rd verse Laban says, " The Ale- 
him of Abraham, and the Al^im of Nahor, 
tlie Alehim of their Father, they shall judge 
betwixt us." 

Abraham himself, in the 20th of Grenesls,' 
t the 13th verse., sp^ks. in a similar manner; 
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«' tlie Alehim, they caused me ioyronder from 
my Father's house." • 

And in the 36th of Genesis at the 7th verse, 
Jacob is said to build an altar, " because 
there the Alehhn they appeared unto him." 
And thus we have four examples of plural 
verbs governed by the plural name Alehim, 
when the true God is intended. 

7. In die 22d of Exodus it is declared at 
the 20th verse, that " He that sacrificetli to 
Alehim, except it be to Jeliovah only, he shall 
be utterly destroyed." Now that the meaning 
is, that no worship should be offered to any 
false Alehim, but only ■ to those who are one 
Jehovah, is plain from the 28th verse ; " Thou 
shalt not revile tlie Gods" that is, the true 
Alehim. Besides, in the 18th chap, at the 
12th verse^ you have Moses and all the Elders, 
breaking this law, except it be souiidferstood. 
For '* Jetliro took a burnt oflTering and sacri- 
fices /or the Alehim, And Aaron came, and 
all tbe Elders of Israel, to eat bread with Mo- 
ses' father-in-law before the Alehim.'' And 
in tlie 14th Psalm we have a severe reproof 
against those who deny the Alehim, '^The 
fool hath said in his heart, there are no Al- 
ehim. Jehovah looked down from heaven, to 
»ee if there were any that did understand, 
seeking the Alehim," 

8. In the 24th of Joshua, the tribes of Israel 
present themselves ** before thq Alehim." 
That is, at the place fixed for public worship ; 
and thus the tabernacle is called Beth- 
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uUhim, or the liouse of tl&e Alehim, imtke 56th 
Psalm at tlie 14th verse. Then Joshua gays 
to them, " Thus saith Jehovah, the Alehimof 
Israel. Your fathers dwelt on the other side 
tlie flood ; and they served aiher Alehim." 
That is, acher-im, strange Alehim ; and both 
words are plural. But at the I6th and ISlh 
verses, the people say, ** God forbid that W9 
should forsake Jehovah, to serve other Ale- 
him. We will serve Jehovah, fcHr he is (mr 
Aleliim." To this Joehna repUea, in the 
19tli verse, '' Ye cannot s^rve Jehovah, for 
he is an Alehim thai are holy ;" or, he is the 
Aleliiui tlie holy ones. For the word is plu- 
i*al ; not Kedosh, but Kedosh-im. So that if 
the false Alehim are spoken of, they are acher" 
im ; if tljie true, they are Kedoshim ; in both 
cases the substantive Alehim has plural ad- 
jectives. 

But this of Joshua will acquire additional 
weig^ht from the 6th of Isaiah. For there the 
prophet first hears the Seraphim exclaiming^ 
" Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts.;'' and 
then hears the Lord saying, *' Wliom shall I 
send, and who will go for US,'\ The plural 
vs agrees with Joshua's Kedosh-im ; and the 
repetition of Kedosh tliree times, seems to 
refer distinctly to Father, Word, and Spirit, 
as the true Alehim. A similar expression is. 
used in tlie 4tliof Bevelation, at the 8th verse. 
If scripture is to be its own interpreter, or if 
one part of holy writ is to serve for a key to 
unlock another, in order to disclose its mean- 
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of similar import in tlie new testament, most 
be made this use of in reference to snch por- 
tions of the old testament as we have pro- 
dnced of a plural form. 

9. Another example meets us in the 4th of 
Daniel. Indeed it supplies us with several. 
The expression, the Alehim tlie holy ones, 
occurs three times in this chapter, but trans- 
lated ''tlie holyGods.*' Then in the 17th 
vers0 we have two plural titles given to Je- 
hovah ; '* This matter is by the decree of the 
watchers, and the demand by the word of the 
holy ones J" Now Daniel declares in the 24th 
verse, that this is the decree of tlie most high. 

And furtlier; Daniel tells the King that 
this decree is to be in force against him, till 
he should learn " that tlie heavens do rule.'' 
This phrase thus rendered, would rather have 
confirmed the King in his old idolatrous no- 
tions, of the visible material heavens being 
the divinities he ought to worship. But if 
we render it thus, ** That the heavenly ones 
are the rulers," it will seem to have conveyed 
to Nebuchadnezzar the same notion of the 
true God as the other titles I mean those of 
tlie holy Alehim, and the Watchers, and the 
Holy Ones. 

But this is not all. Daniel telk? the King, 
that " wliereas they (the Watchers and the 
Holy Ones), commanded to leave the stump 
of tJie tree-roots, thy kingdom shall be sure 
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unto thee, after th^t thou shall have known' 
that the heavenly ones are tlie rulers.'' Then 
it follows in tlie 31st verse, " While the word 
was in the King's mouth, there fell a voice 
from the heavenly Ones, — ^to thee they speak, 
O king Nebuchadnezzar ! thy kingdom is de- 

|)ai:ted from thee." This is the literal.trans- 
ation. And since these plural forms of speech 
could not arise from, nor be intended to give 
cpuntenance tp, the plurality of false Alehim 
worshipped at Babylon, they must have arisen 
from Daniel's knowledge of the true living 
Alehim, as being a plurality of personal agents 
in ^he one Jehovak 

, 10. I come lastly to the 9th of Daniel. He 
predicts the advent of Messiah the Prince, 
ipeaning Christ ; and fixes the period of anoint- 
ing him as " the most holy." But literally, 
the holy of holies, or the holy place of the 
holy ones. The phrase was used for God's 
secret place in the tabernacle and the temple. 
His presence made it holy ; and it was the 
holy place of the holy Ones, because the Ale- 
him of Israel were said to dwell between,* or 
inhabit the Cherubim. These were figures of 
gold beaten out of the solid lid of the ark, 
and called by Paul tlie Cherubim of Glory. 
The word signifies, a likeness of the rubim or 
mighty ones. And this accounts for the cry 
of the Philistines at sight of the ark brought 
ipto the camp of Israel. **The Alehim is come 
ilito the camp ! Woe unto us ! Who shall de- 

^O'salm Ixxx, 1. 



29 

liver lis ont of the hand of these mighty Ale- 
him ? These are the Alehim that smote the 
Egyptians.'** 

Now the tabernacle and temple were but 
types of Christ. His human nature was that 
** true tabernacle which the Lord pitched." 
Therefore John savs, •* The Word was God, 
and the word was made flesh, and tabernacled 
among us." Malachi had of old said, " The 
' Lord whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to 
his tetnple, even the messenger of the cove- 
nant whom ye delight in." Aiid when the 
Lord came, he said to the Jews, " Destroy 
• this temple, and in three days 1 will raise it 
up. But he 'spake of the temple of his body;'' 

And what made his body a temple I Paul 
will give the reply ; " In him dwelleth all the 
fulness of the 6odhead bodily." But the 
Godhead dwelt in him, not only substantially, 
andinfluentially or powerfully, h\A personalty 
likewise. We have seen that the Word who 
was God, was in the human nature. But in 
the 14th of John, Christ says, " llie Father 
dwelleth in me." These, though personally 
distinct, are substantially indivisible and in- 
separable ; therefore in the 10th of John 
Christ sa^s, *' I and the Father are— o«e." 
The plural ttre, proves them two persons, 
although but one in substance. Now as the 
Father and Word, so the Spirit also, dwelt 
in Christ. The infiuefnce of the Spirit was 
the anoiiiting intended by Daniel, and which 

• 1 S«ran«1 tv. 8—8. 
b3 
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constituted him the Christ or Messiah ; and 
the Spirit being in him in all his energy, he 
is said to have been '* full of the Holy Ghost." 
Besides ; as in the gospel of John the Fatlier 
and Son are said to be one,, so in this tejst 
from the pen of the same writer, all the three 
are declared to be one ; that is, in relation to 
the whole fulness of the Godhead said to 
dwell in Christ. 

This then will account for that remark of 
John in the 21st of the Bevelatio^. '' And 
I saw no^ temple therein ;" np material edi&De ; 
" For the Lord God Almighty and the Ijamb 
are the temple of it,** The temple of the true 
church. And thus, not only is God oi a 
spiritual nature, and his proper woiship spi- 
ritual, but the temple of God is now spiritiial 
also* The spiritual body of Christ, his whole 
glorified hMman nature, is now our only place 
of worship ; and Jehovah, the Alehim, is the 
object of our adorations. (Christ is ^e hiil^r 
place of the holy ones, the secret place of the 
most high ones, the 6«&ail-ti9iasthey are cid- 
led in the 5th of Ecclesiastes, and these, the 
Fadier, Word, and Spirit, are personally and 
individually the proper objects of our dev<^ 
tions. 

T-h^ pasaage referred to in Ecclesifistes is 
as follows ; '* Fear tiiou' the Alehim. tt ^qh 
seest the oppneasion of Hiq poor, and vi<4eiit 

S averting of juf^ment in a province (namely 
y the nmUadminif tr^ti«ri of the peraoBS in 
power), marvel not at the matter; for he that is 
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loftier than the loftiest of them regardetli ; and 
the most lofty ones are above them.'* It is pa- 
raHel to the last verse of the 58th Psalm; 
•* verily there is a» Alehim who arejudaes 
ia the eartfi." The word is shopketim, that 
IS, jn the plural form. 

I have omitted many an ilhistratton of our 
text, from wsmt of time io a single discourse ; 
but the Alehim are also called ** the living 
ones," or the hafim, in the 5tli of Deutero- 
nomy, at t]ie26lii verse, and at the SGth 
verse of the 28rd of Jeremiah, and other 
places. The true and false Alehim are thus 
iinely contrasted in the 6th of Isaiah, at tlie 
lOtfa verse. <' Should not a people seek each 
QM to bis own Alehim? Should they seek, 
instead of tkt Uviwg o»Ms(hayini^, to the d^ad 
4ms9 (motkn) T 

Nor ought we to have omitted the 32nd of 
Exodus. The people, despairing of there* 
turn of If OSes mmt the mount, in their im- 
patience cry out to Aanm, ** Up, make us 
Alehim, who shall go before us. ' If it be 
imA that Aey spoke incorrectly in adopting a 
^nral verb in connexion with Alehim, die 
reply is easy, that we have already shown in^ 
stances of Gt>d*s doing so, from Genesis on- 
wards. Then observe)^ Aaron made but one 
molPm image as arepresentlKtrve of Ibe Deity; 
and yet the people were content with* it ; but 
Ml' used the plural language, and exclaimed, 
*« These are thy Aldiim, O Israel! who 
bMmgbt thee up out- of the land of Egypt/' 

b4 
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Aaron then built an altar before the image, 
and proclaimed a feast to Jehovah ; this the 
people readily complied with, which proves 
their crime to have been, not a departure frooi 
the true God to a false one, but the setting' 
up of image- worship. For this was God's 
charge against them; "They have m^de 
them a molten calf, and h^^ve worshipped 
it, and . have sacrificed thereunto, and said, 
these are thy Alehim, O Israel ! who have 
brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.'* 
It is difficult to imaging any other ground for 
this use of plural language to a single image, 
than the knowledge the Israelites were train- 
ed up in, of Jehovah being their Alehim, and 
of their Alehim being Jehovah ; that is to say^ 
of the true God being plural in one sense, as 
the Alehim, but singular in another sease» 
namely, as Jehovah. . 

But we must transfer our attention from 
the old to the new testament, as proposed 
under the 3d division of our subject. And I 
beg you will still keep the grand object m 
view, which was, to present you with a con- 
nected chain of evidence from thescriptwes 
in favour of the doctrine of our text. . 

1. In the 3d x)f Matthew, ''Jesus, when 
he was baptized, went up straightway out of 
the water. And lo, the heavens were ppenetd 
to him ; and he saw the Spirit of God de? 
scending like a dove, and lighting upon him. 
And lo, a voice from Heaven, saying, this is 
my beloved Son in whom 1 am well pleased.? 
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From lie 1st of John, wc find that the 
Baptist was to know Chrii^ as the Son o^ 
God by this visible descent of the Holy Ghost.. 
^ John seeth Jesvt9 coming to him, and saitb^ 
fiehold the Lamb of God who ta&eth away, 
the sin of the worlds And iohn bare re- 
cord, dayingy I saw the Spifit descending 
irom Heaven like a dove^ and He abode 
upon him. And I knew him not. Bat he 
that sent me to baptize with water (namely, 
the Father), the Same said, nnto me. Upon 
whom then shatt see the Spirit descending, 
atid remaining on him, the same is He who. 
baptizeth wHAk the Holy Ohost. And 1 saw, 
and bare record, that this is the ^on of 

]Sfow there being no question , of the divi- 
nity and personal agency of the leather, who 
is here represented as speaking from itear 
veni we have to limit our remarks on these 
passages to the divinity and personal agency 
of the Son and the Spirit. 

We Bavef already proved, that the t^ather 
himself' acknbwledges the Son to be God, in 
the 1st of the Hebrews ; and that John in 
the Isi chap, of his gospel likewise declares 
him to be (^od. And in the 9th of Romahs 
at the 5th* yeTae, Paul styles him '* God over 
all, blessed for ever.'^ But what 1 would 
urge upon you af jpresent, is, his wori; jfor 
it is the Work ot God/ Ho taketh away the . 
sin of the world* This is a mightier sftr 
chieveihenf than the creation o^ the world. 

B5 
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And therefore it is, that the name o(Je9us 
is " above every name," riot onty on, earth, 
bat in Heaven. Because it intimates his 
accomplishment of oar ^salvation; and that 
salvation is from sin. *' Thoa shalt call his 
name Je^as, for He himself khall save his 
people from their sins.'* Accordingly Mat- 
thew in his first ohap. subjoins to this as fol- 
lows ; '^ Now all this was done, that it might 
be falfilled #hich was spokqn of the Lord by 
the prophet ; Behold a virgin shall be with 
chila, and- i^all.biing forth a' i^'oii, and they 
shall call his name Emanuel, which being 
interpreted is, God^witfi usP 

Now in the light of this of Matthew, let 
us read that of Paul iii the 20th of the Acts ; 
".Feed jth^ church of God, which he (who is 
God), hath purchased with' his own blood." 
And let us tonnect with these scriptures, 
that of Isaiah ; '' Unto us a child is born, 
unto us a Son is given, and his name shall 
be called. Wonderful, Counsellor, the mighty 
Go(f, the il'lather qf tiie everlasting age, the 
Prince of Peace." To deny proper deity 
to the Son, of whom the sacred records de- 
clare such things, is to annihilate the autho- 
rity of the Scriptures altogether. I would 
here remark, that to make the proof of 
Christ's godhead from bis works conclusive, 
that of creation is often attributed to him 
along with that of redemption from sin.' See 
in particular the l^t chap, of the gospel by 
John,-— the Xst chap, of the Colossians, — and 
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tiie.lst cbap. of the Hebrews. With thfese 
if you compare the 43rd of Isaiah, you will 
see the tenour of both Testaments to be, that 
the Creator is the only Saviour and Redeem- 
er ; and that he who saves, by redeeming 
from sin, is no other thafi the Lord God the 
Creator. 

Bat in the passages we have been now dis- 
cussing, the Spirit is likewise introduced as 
a distinct agent. He descends upon Christ 
m a visible form, in shape like a dove, that 
men might have occular demonstration of the 
Son's Messiahship. On the day of Pentecost 
the Spirit likewise descended on the body of 
Christ, that is, the church, and crowned the 
heads of the disciples with lambent flames of 
fire. Yet all this will be said to fall short 
of any proof of personal agency. True ; but 
the instant the baptism is over, Matthew be- 
gins his 4th chap, with a personal act of the 
Spirit. " Then was Jesus led up by the 
Spirit, to be tempted by the Devil." Here 
is Christ, as the head of the church, acted 
upon by two several agents at once ; he was 
led up into the wilderness by the Spirit, that 
he migh there be tempted by the Devil, So on 
the day of Pentecost, the disciples were no 
sooner baptized with the HolyGhost and with 
fire^ than they began > to show proof of his 
agencyon them; they began to kpeakwith other 
tongues, cu the Spirit gave them utterance. 

However, as we borrowed proof in favour 
of Christ from Matthew's 1st chap., so we 
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idi„aU do m r^mri^nc^ to tbe Spirit Th# 
Spirit i» an Almi^Jity Agent in tb9 ^hol^ 
s^ff^ir pf tb^ sa}v»t)on of ike qhurch. If W9 
Ippk at the body of the ohurch, eyary re^JL 
member of it is declared to )>e bom 9f tfis 
t^pirit.^ Bix% this ij» ^mixi^otly true ofitf 
Head. No one doabts^ in the case of tbe 
birtji of Ii^acy Uiat*in tb^ encisting* state of 
the parents it was physically impossible for^ 
thom to have a son* But the powers of ma- 
ture being restored^ it became possibly- 
Who then doubts that he who restored those^ 
powers was God ? But in the prpduetion of 
Christ's human nature, it is stiU more pol* 
pable, that, there being no human parent, 
the sole author must have been God, " The 
Holy Qhost shall come npon th«e," said Qa- 
briel; whilst John says, *' She was found 
vili child of the Holy Ghost" And "That 
which is conceived in her, is of the Holy 
Ghost/' 

^gr is the Spirit's agency less apparent in 
every m^nber of the body pf Christ. * ' There 
i» one Body, and one Spirit." He proves 
himself omnipresent ; fpr he dwells in every 
one of the faithful wherever dispersed abroad 
tihroDgh the whole world. £iaoh one of them 
is individually a '* temple of thp Holy G)iost<" 
^e is also almighty « for every spiritufd act 
performed by the chorch, and by all i^ 
member?* is effi&cted bv " the power &i the 
Spirit of God." And he is omniseient ; for 
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he bus at once n perfect knowledge of ocrr 
iafirmities und w«uits, and ot the Father's 
vill and pleasure roipecting us. *' The 
Spirit hdpetb oar infirmities ; for we know 
not what we should pray for as we ongfbt ; 
bat the Spirit himself maketh intercession 
for as with groanings which cannot be ut- 
tered. And be who searcheth the hearts, 
koQwetb what U the mind of the Spirit^ be- 
caofe He makeih intercession for the Saints 
aooQrding to the will of Ood/' 

2. I parson to the &8th of Matthew. Christ 
is herf giving commission to his disciples. 
Qo t^aeb aad baptise ** in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost" The moment was most important. 
Christ came from Heaven to bear witness- to 
the trath. He oaine a light ii^ the world 
to dispel the existing darkness. He had 
hitherto acted as the instrncter of mankind 
in his own person. But the critical instant 
was .now arrived, when he must return to 
Heaven, and delegate the office of instroction 
to human agents. He knew the world to be 
one vast pantheon, a temple filled with my« 
riads of idol gods. And his servants were 
to enter it, not to unite in the prevailing 
worship of a plurality of Deities, but to oast 
OQt the idols of every name and every m^ion, 
and introdttce Jehovah alone, ** as the Alehim 
of eternity."* Had Jehovah existed in Unity 

* Isaiah, xl. ^. lliese are called, fn Isaiah. Ixv^ 16 

«'tteAleUiii4fTriilli.'' 
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of person, as well as of substance, the com- 
mission to the apostles would have run in the 
name of that one person, namely the Father, 
and of his delegate the Lord Jesus Christ. 
And then there had been no room for con- 
troyersy. Mahomet would have worded the 
commission after this manner; and so would 
alMJnitarians of every sect, whether among 
lews c^ Gentiles ; I mean by Unitarians those 
who contend for unity of person. On this 
sole ground Gibbon gave preference to Ma- 
homet's bible, the koran \ and in point of fact 
s^ll those who deny the doctrine of the trinity 
do the same. • ** The creed of Mx)hammed 
(9ays Gibbon), is free from suspicion and am- 
biguity ; azid the koranis a glorious testimony 
to the unity ijfOodI The first principle of 
reason and revelation was confirmed by the 
voice of Mohammed. His jn^oselytes from 
India to Morocco, are distinguished by the 
name of Unitarians P* 

Now this is, in truth, the first principle 
neither of reason nor of revelation, as we 
have already proved. And Mahomet's pro- 
seiyteis, so far from being witnesses to the» 
tfutb, are those locusts of John in the *9t)i 
of revelation, which came out of the smoke 
of the bottomless pit, and whose kin^ is there 
cfdied ApoUyon, or the destroyer. A fit name 
for the false prophet of Mecca. But as the 
fifth trumpet called forth those locusts, to 
their work of vengeance, $o shall the sixth 
* Seealso.Re?, xti. 12-^14. and 19,20. 
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vial of the wrath of God alight on themselves 
in their turn ; and this rod of correctioB shall 
at last be cast into the fire. All the signs of 
the times declare the unitarian crescent to 
have come long ago to its full, and to be now 
in its wane, even in its last quarter. 

3. In the 14th of John Jesus says, '' I will 
pray the Father, and he shall give ycm another 
comforter, that He may abide with you for 
ever, even the Spirit oi truth. Wi^ the 
world cannot receive ; because it seeth him 
not, neither knoweth him* But ye knowkim;' 
for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in. you/' 
Here is an invisible agent, the Holy Sj^it. 
The world knows him not. But he is known. 

* 

by the disciples of Christy &r he dwells, m 
them, teaches them all necessary truths and. 
is their constant comforter by testifying to 
fhem of Christ. He must therefore be pos- 
sessed of all requisite perfections. 

But what follows ? Jesus adds, " If a man 
love me, he will keep my words ; and my Fa- 
ther will love him, and we will come unto him^ 
and we will make our abode with him.'' The 
Father and Son then must have a diirtinot 
personal subsistence. They each have the 9tir 
tribute of omnipresence, so as to be every- 
where at the same moment wherever any of 
the faithful may be placed. This no one 
doubts to belong to the Father ; but the Son 
claims the same perfection. '' Lo I am with 
ybu always unto the end of the world,'* was . 
his last promise ; and previously he had said 
" Where two or three are gathered toget^**** 
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in my iittme, tfctere am t in fht mii&t of tlifefa/'* 
Noir JFesus hud no isooner pi'oiAised his own 
presence to his people, together with that of 
his Pathet, than he promised to ihtta the 
Spirit's presence also; repeating over dg^n,. 
with some additional circtanstati66s, what he 
had just bi^fore said to th^m of this blessed 
ag«iit. ** But the Comforter, wh6 is the 
HolyGjiost, vphom the Father will send in 
my naitte^ ke shall ieach you all things^ and 
bring airtti^gs to your remembrajic6 whatso- 
evdir I hftve wJd unto you.*' Tlie disciples 
wcw t^ g<> iAto all the world, and preach the 
go6]M|l to every creatufe. But the Spirit was 
to be jpresent with theM all in every place. He 
was td knO^ whatever Christ had spoken to 
them I and was to recall all these things to their 
memories. Who can beli^^ this, and dis- 
believe flie distinct agency aild pi*oper deity 
of the Spirit ? 

4. In the ]r£Mi of Johft a siiYxilar distinctioi^ 
of per^onis preserved, ag well as of office and 
agency. •• Now haVe they b6th seen and 
httled boA me and my Father. But when the 
Comfortei^' is cofti^, whom I \^ill send unto 
yon froiA the Father, who proceedeth from 
the Father, ke shctlt iesrtifu of me:' 

Herfe is tlie harmony of holy Writ ; and inii 
^e didbover Uiattrmfy of counsel which per-j, 
yflde^ all the works of tne Father, Son, and' 
Spirit, i«^he1fi*rin nattite, jirdvidehce, grace 
or gtory. " 1%* testimony of Jfesiis U tHe 



41 

Spirit of prophecy." The two testaments 
agree in this one thing. Moses wrote of me 
says Christ ; whilst the gospel is a continued 
report of him. Peter connects both, and 
shows the Spirit to have been the author of 
each portion of the sacred book, and to have 
testified in either of the same thing, namely 
the salvation of Christ. ** Of which salva- 
tion the prophets have enquired, and searched 
diligently, who prophesied of the grace that 
shonld come unto you ; searching what, or 
what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ; 
who was in them, did signify, when He testi- 
fied beforehand the sufierings of Christ and 
the glory that should follow. Unto whom it 
was revealed, that not unto themselves, but 
nnto us they did minister the things which are 
now reported unto you' by them that have 
preached the gospel unto you with the Holy 
Ghost sent down from Heaven.'*''^ 

5. In the 16th of John Jesus still dwell$ 
on the same' topic. '* These things will they 
do unto you, because they have not known 
the Father,, nor me. - But now I go my way 
to him that sent me. Nevertheless, it is ex- 
nedient for you that I go away. For if I ge 
not away, the Comforter will not come unto 
you. But if I depart, I will send him unto 
you. And whed he is come, he will reprove 
the world of sin ; of sin, because they believe 
not.iu me. Of ri^teousness, because I go 
to the Father/- Ice. 

" Howbeit; when he, the Spirit of truth is 

♦ 1 Peter, 1. 10— 12. . 
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come, he will gmde you into all truth. For 
he sh^Ul not speak of himself; but whatsoever 
he shall bear, that is^all he speak. And he 
will show you things to come. He shail glo- 
rify me ; for he shall receive of mine, and 
fihall show it unto you. AU liiiiigs that die 
Fatfier Iiatli are mine ; therefore said I, that 
he shall tak« of mine, and show it unto you.*' 

From these testimonies from the gospel by 
J<^n, it cannot be denied, that if the doc** 
trine of our text from John's epistle, is mat 
embraced, it cannot be rejected upon the 
plea of its not being a revealed doctrine ; but 
its rejection must be grounded npon the no- 
tion, that it is wiser and safer to follow th^ 
Kor<m tiian the JKUe,*— or in other wordt, t» 
follow the deductions of Science ialsely so 
called, mther than to be guided bj- the die* 
tates of Bevelalion and riybt Reas&n. 

6. I will here omit many an interesting 
passage, and proceed at <mce to the 13th 
f>hap. of the 3d of Corinthians, ** The graee 
ef the iiord Jesus Christ, and the love of 
God/' or as some copies have it, '* of CM 
l^ie Father ; and the conunnnion of the- Hbly 
CrhosI, be with' you all.'' 

This form of benediction is similar tattiat 
in the 6th of N^tmbereh. " On this wise ye 
shall bless the children of Israel. Jehovah 
Mess th^, and keep thee ; Jehovah make 
his fieioe shine upon thee, and be graoions 
unto tbee ; Jehovah lift up his countenanee 
upon Ihee, and giv^ thee peace." 

Now one point will be admitted by all. 



43 

that the scriptaras speak*of one and the same 
God. So that the Alebim of the Hebrews, 
must be tlie Alehim of G^atile christians'. 
But tlie Alehim of the new testament are 
revealed in the nan^e of Father, Son, and 
Spirit. In this name the disciples were to 
teachaad baptize; and in this name Paid 
herQ blesses the children of God. Thea 
Aaron's Jehovah, repeated three times over, 
must have aris/en from a similar cause, ti&at 
is, a triple personal distinction in Jehovah 
the Alehim of I^ael, whom Joshua therefore 
declared were the Kedoshun or ** the holy 

The fprce of thp form in Numbers is, as if 
it b^d bieen sai4» the Lord, may he bless 
ii)uee, flee.. It 14 Ae heart's desire, breathed 
ill tfa|s form pf pr^y^r to (vod, that his bless* 
ing m^y r(»«t en tbepapple. So this of Paul ; 
it is a« tfioiigl^ he bad s^d> the Lord Jesus 
xnay he fppwt you bid grace ;. the Fatkei% 
flu^y he gi^nt you his U)ve ; and the Hcdy 
Qho«t, i^y he grant you his £elIowjbip% 
I|««| God heeA ^nt one personal agent, ftot»- 
ing tbf qngh the medium of the man Christ; 
surely that one p^rson only would have baea 
inyoMd» ij^ut i^iice three several oiercies 
are i{uplor«4» s^od each is requested al the 
)aan4 ^f ^ distiaqt agent, it is as plain tiiAt 
the8^ three persons are one God, a* Aaft 
God ftlone is God» wd is as such* the m4^ 
pbject of wo£sbip^ and thi^ sole foutttaiii of 
all blessings. 
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7. My last references shall be to the first 
.epistle of John ; and this will conduct us to 
the point from which we started, namely 
oar text. John first speaks of Christ as the 
word of life that was from the beginning ; 
then as the life that was manifested; and 
then as ** that eternal life, which was with 
the Father, and was manifested unto us. 
And truly," he adds, " our fellowship is with 
the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ;" 

In the 2nd chapter John introduces the 
Spirit, under his title of the unction, or the 
anointing. " Ye have an unction from the 
holy one, and ye know all things." By the 
holy one, he means Christ, who was anoint- 
ed with the grace of the Spirit without mea- 
sure, that he might communicate of his ful- 
ness in 'measure to his members. Ye have 
pn unction, from the holy one ; and through 
the teaching of that unction, ye know all 
.things. "Who is a liar (adds* John), but he 
that denieth thai Jesus (the Saviour), is the 
.Christ," or anointed t "He is Anti^christ, 
that denieth the Father and the Son. Who- 
ever denieth the Son, the same hath not the 
Father ; but he that acknowledgeth the Son, 
hath the Father also." Hence you see the 
the character of Antichrist. It agrees with 
Mahomet, and with all his proselytes of every 
nan(ie and nation. • For unity pf person ex- 
cludes the person of the Son, and whilst the 
pope is PauTs man of sin. and son of per- 
dition, it is plain that all the species of uni*" 
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tarian infidelity go to make up the '^ many 
Antichrists/' of whom John declares that 
they are already in the world. 

'' Let that therefore abide in you which 
ye have heard from the beginning. If that 
which ye have hecurd from the beginning 
shall remain in you, ye also shall continue m 
the Son and in the Father. These things 
have I written unto you, concerning them 
which seduce you. But the anointihg, which 
ye have received of hi<n, abideth in you;, 
and ye need not that any man teach you. 
But as the same anointing teacheth you of 
all things, and is truth, and is no lie, even 
so as He hath taught you, ye shall abide in 
him," namely, in Christ. This will ever hold 
good ; if you are merely self-taught, or 
taught by some other man, Satan, or some 
human agent, may unteach you again. But . 
if you receive an unction from the Holy One, 
and the anointing himself become your in- 
structor, you are then taught of God, * ac- 
cording to God's promise in the covenant; 
and no one can then finally deceive you. 
*' Little children ! (says John), it is the last 
time. And as ye have heard, that anti-christ 
shall come, even now are there many anti- 
christs ; whereby we know that it is the last 
time. They went out from us, hut they tvere 
notofvs; tor if they had been of us, they 
would have continued with us; but they 
went out that they might be made manife^^t 
that they were not all of us. But ye have an. 

• Itaiak, liv. 13. John, vi. 43-45. Heb, viii. S— 12 
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miction from the Holy One, and ye know all' 
things." 

In his 3d chap. Jcdin exclaims, ** Behold' 
what maufflar of love the Father hath bes- 
towed ttpon us, that we should be called the' 
i&oB of Goir Then he adds, '' For this 

Eurpose the San of Ood was manifested, tliat 
e mtgbt destroy the works of the Devil." 
But in what light does he view the Son? 
" H^eb^ pereel ve we the love <tf God (soys 
John), because He laid down his life for us." 
This is no other sentiment than that of Paul 
in the 20th of the Acts at the 26th verse ; or 
of the same writer in the 2d of Philippians at 
the 6th and two following verses ; which pas- 
sages have been already quoted. But that 
in the 3d chap, of the 2d of Timothy is to 
the same purport ; " Great is the mystery of 
godliness. God was manifest in the ftesh." 
Now having spoken thus of the Father and 
the Son, the apostle concludes his third 
chapter with saying, " Hereby we know that 
he abideth in us, by the Spirit whom he hath 
given us." 

In the 4th chap. John observes, " ye are of 
God, little children ! and have overcome 
them ; because greater is he, that is in you, 
than he that is in the world." Now he that 
is in the world, is Satan the evil spirit ; whilst 
he who is in the saints is the Holy Ghost, 
the Spirit of truth. Hence John further re- 
marks, *• Hereby know we the spirit of truth, 
and the spirit of error." He tlien proceeds 



to speak of the Father and the Son. " We 
Iiav« seen and do testify, that the Father sent 
the Son to be the savioof of the world." 

Thus then, whether we investi|[ate the old 
testament or the new, we are led to the same 
conclusion. And after the above traces of 
the current doctrine of John, in particular, 
in his gospel and in his epistle, we cannot 
wonder at his language in our text and ita 
context ; and with this i will close up my dis- 
course. '' Who is he that overcometli.tbo 
world, but he that believeth that Jesus is fAt 
Sen of God \ This is he that came by water 
and blood. And it is the Spirit who beareth 
witness because the Spirit is truth. For there 
are three who bear witness in heaven, the 
Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit ; and 
these tliree are one."* 

* Wishinf to ayoid erery thing that might divert the mind, 
in the coarse of the sermon, from the doctrine of the text, I de- 
termined to reserye any remarks upon its authenticity for a note* 

1. This Terse has made a part of the canon of the new testa- 
ment, by the undisputed consent of the whole western church, 
for more than ten centuries pre-vious to the publication of EraS" 
t*tu*s first edition of his Greek Testament ; that is, from the 
council of Carthage in the year 484, to the year 1910, when 
Erasmus omitted it. At this council were present more than 
400 Bishops. An appeal was made by them to the cer.te, in 
their profession of taith ; and no eccefption was made to t/ic pas- 
sago by the AriaH Bishops who were present; nor by any otiier 
Arian, or other dissenter from the orthodox faith, be/ore the 
ItthcenHtrjf* 

9. This verse has always existed in the Jjotin version ^ which 
is more ancient than the oldest Crvek manuscript extant. This 
version has been in use in the Western Church from the end of 
atMjlrst century, and was made from the original Greek epis- 
tioof John. 

3. The verse is quoted by Tcrtullian, the first of the Latin fa- 
thers, before the age of any manuscript whatef'er that has de- 
scended to us. He was converted about the year li^S ; and lived 
mntil ikb««i S30« ** The waAing away of offences (he uftys^ is azi 
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acqviaitipn made by faifh, sealed and witness^ bv fhe Father, 
a&d Son, and Holy Spirit." Again, " I testify that the father 
and Son and Spirit are undivided one from another. Two in- 
deed we define the Father and Son, and, with the Holy Ghost, 
three. Two Gods however, andtwo Lords, we have never named, 
not as if the Father were not God, and the Son God, and the 
Holy Ghost God, and each of them God. But I everywhere 
hold one substance in three cnherwg U^etlter." In reference to 
Genesis i. 26, and iii. 23, he aaks, " DiUh^ speak to angels, as 
the Jews interpret, because they do not acknowledge the Son, 
or did God speak jtlurally t9 himself, because he was Father -!■ 
Son-^Spirit'l Yea, for this reason." Then, in more direct allu- 
sion to our text, he observes, ** Where there is a second, there 
are two ; and where a third is, there there are three. But the 
Spirit? is a third from God and the Son." And ** What is the 
office of the gospel, what the substance of the new testament, 
which establishes the law and prophets, if not that from thence, 
these three, the Father, the Son, and the Spirit, are to be be- 
Ueved to be one?" 

These quotations from Tertullian are equally demonstrative 
in favour of our text, and of the doctrine of the trinity in unity, 

4. But our textis likewise quoted by Cyprian, chosen Bishop 
of Carthage about the year 248. " He caanot be made the tem- 
ple of God (says Cyprian), who has not believed in him ; neither 
can he be made the Temple of Christ, who denies that Christ is 
God ; and inasmuch as these three are one, how can the lioly 
Ghost he in amity with him, who is the euemy of either the Fa- 
ther or the Soni" Again " The Lord says, I and the Father are 
one ; snd agaip, concerning the Father, and the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, it is written, and these three are one." He iJso 
remarks that, " Christ himself commands the nations to be bap- 
tizecUa^y full and united trinity." 

, 5. We have equally incontestible evidence, with respect to the 
eastern or Greek churches, of tlie prevailing doctrine in the first 
ages, being that of our text. In the year 276 the eastern Bishops 
met at Antioch , and condemned the anti-trinitarian tenets of 
Paul of Samosata. And about the year 325, Arius, a presbyter 
of the Greek church, was condemned b^ the famous council of 
Mice, for denying the doctrine of the trinity in unity. In truth, 
our doxology, in general use, seems to have originated in the 
Greek church. Basil has preserved the following, as from piou- 
ysius, Bp. of Alexandria, A. D.-247^*' To God the Father, and 
to the Son our Lord Jesus Christ, together with the Holy^Ghost 
be glory and power for ever and ever, Amen." 

6. Jerome, who made his version of the new testament about 
the year 384. observes in reference to our text, " In that ]»lace 
we read of the unity of the trinity, the testimony of the Father, 
the Word, and the Spirit, by which the catholic faith is con* 
firmed, and tile one substitnce of the divinity of Father, Sou, and 
Spiritis proved." This verse, however, ought to be defended, 
not because the doctrine cf the trinity depends upon it, for we 
have traced it all through the bible, and have shown that Ter- 
tullian saw this doctrine, as clearly in Genesis i. 36, and iii. 2S, 

as he did in JL John v. 7^ but it should be defended, because 

the rescuing of any part of scripture from the imputations of 
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•ormpttoA wad ixiterpolatioii, is remoTing a cltnrge> whidk if true, 
vmMaJfeet the crediMiUp of the whoUbibU, 

7. In Hoe, fhere is no positiTe evidence whatsoeTor against 
the Terse. The otrjections are all external and negstire ; while 
the argmnents in its ftroor are bofli external and internal, both 
pontiTO and negatiTo. Now no external evidence, especially 
sneh as is of a mere negative description, can prove a passage to 
be spurioos, when the internal evidence of diction, doctrine, 
and context, is decidedly for it. It is no small mercy, fl&at the 
British and Foreign Bible Society has been made instrumental 
in its preservation in all the almost nnmberless copies of the 
seriptnres issued by it. The same may be said of the Jew's So- 
ciety which has preserved it in its Hebrew new testament, and 
ottier versions. And it holds its proper place in a late edition 
of the Greek Testament, by the Rev. Edward Valpy, formed 
much on the text of Griesbacb, but without adopting all his al- 
terations, 

I refer fliose of mj readers, who wish for further information 
on the subject, to Mr. Nolan's " Inquiry into the intei^rity of the 
Greek Vulgate," 1815. *' I trust nothing further can be wanting 
(says Mr. N.) to convince any ingenuous mind that I John v. 7, 
resJIy proceeded from St. John the Evanfrelist." Also to Mr. 
Grier's " Reply to Dr. Milner." 1831. After noticing Mr. No- 
lan's tnvinciSle arptmentSf he says, ** I feel compelled to abandon 
my former prejudices against ttie verse, and to think that a per- 
son should almost as soon doubt the genuineness of the rest of 
St. John's .epistle, as that of the disputed passage." Nor can 
I omit mentioning Dr. Hales on the trinity, 1818. He sums up 
tiie argument thus—" If then we compare the poHtive evidence 
of the standard editions, the vulgate version, and several of the 
early finthers and liturgies, both Greek and Latin, k^ favour of 
the disputed verse, with the lUgative evidence of iireek man«- 
Bcxipts, later versions, and several Greek fathers against it.--' 
and also oppose tiie acknowledged silence of all the heretics 
(of former ages) to impugn this passage, to the alledged sUenee 
of some of toe fathers to adduce it,— we seem folly warranted 
to conclude, that the testimony for, greatly outweighs the testi- 
mony against, tiie disputed verse." 

See also " A Vindication," by Dr. Burress, Bp.of St. David's ; 
2nd edition, 1823. *' The evidences of the controverted verse 
are so many, so various, and so powerful, as to leave in my own 
mind no room to doubt, that we have, in the testimony of the 
three heavenly witnesses, the authentic words of St. John."* 

• See m$ Work ** on the Trinity** price 3#. to he had at 
Hamilton's, 83, Patemotter^Bow, Loudon; and C. Upham, 845, 
Bigk-Streetg Exeter. 



PoUmrd, FrkUer, Eateter. 
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